
14 Mile Watershed Committee Update – September 1, 2017 

Many of you will recall that this committee was formed following a motion at the 2016 TriLakes 
annual meeting. Its purpose was to provide assistance to TriLakes in identifying the causes of our 
lakes water quality issues and helping to identify solutions. With leadership from TriLakes board 
member Steve Nowicki, the committee was launched late last year with members from each lake 
group, and with representation from DNR’s Scott Provost, and Adams County Conservationist 
Wally Sedlar. At the request of incoming Rome Town Chairman Wayne Johnson, Steve added 
members representing Lake Petenwell, completing the watershed coverage from its start 
upstream of our lakes system to its end at Lake Petenwell. 

Some of our activities this past year included a lunch and learn with upstream farmers to 
establish a line of communication, a lunch and learn with fertilizer applicators to expand the line 
of communication, and a property owner’s water quality workshop to discuss our own impact on 
the watershed. Additionally, we launched a soil test program to determine how much 
phosphorous is resident within our shoreline properties, and to what extent fertilizers may impact 
out water quality. We brought in an expert from UW Stevens Point to discuss his observations of 
upstream nutrients impacting our lakes. And, we secured funding for equipment and testing of 
flow and nutrient content of our lakes and upstream watershed to better determine the source of 
the high nitrates and other pollutants. This group, led by John Endrizzi and Scott Provost, will 
perform tests throughout the water shed on a regular basis, as well as doing event testing driven 
by heavy rain and other events. Also, we have just formed a couple of workgroups to make 
recommendations to our town for better regulation of fertilizer application around lakes, and 
another group working to identify means to reduce shoreline soil erosion and fertilizer runoff. As 
we investigate upstream sources, we need to also understand our own impact on water quality. 

We find ourselves at the point where this group can operate with more autonomy with guidance 
by both TriLakes and our Rome Town Board. So, while we appreciate Steve Nowicki's efforts in 
getting us up and running, we feel we can be more effective as a citizen led committee with 
TriLakes operating as a sponsor and liaison. A motion to that effect was made at the recent 
TriLakes annual meeting and we took steps at this past Monday’s 14 Mile watershed Committee 
meeting to put that change into effect. Consequently, I was made Committee Chairman by my 
fellow participants and I want to thank them all for this vote of confidence. 

I want to thank Steve Nowicki for getting us started and I hope we will continue to have his 
support and guidance. As we move forward, I would invite each of you to join our monthly 
meetings and be a part of this effort to clean up our lakes. We heard the message loud and clear 
at the annual meeting and will do our best to keep you well informed about our progress. 

Thanks, 

Don Ystad 

 


